
 

                        

C C S  通  函 
                  Circular    
                                   China Classification Society      

(2011）Circ.No.61 Total No.125 

                                                        July 12, 2011（Total 3 Pages ） 

                                                                                                 

TO: Related departments of CCS Headquarters; Branches and Offices; and Ship Companies 

 

Notice of Implementation of St.Vincent and The Grenadines Circular  

N°ISM 009 

- Internal safety audits in accordance with the ISM Code 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines Maritime Administration issued the Circular N°ISM 009 

on March 29, 2011 to ship-owners, ship’s operators and managers, surveyors to flag 

state administration and recognized organization (ROs). The purpose of this Circular is 

to inform all interested parties on the procedure for performing internal audits on board of 

ships flying St. Vincent and The Grenadines Flag and ashore in Companies holding St. 

Vincent and The Grenadines Document of Compliance (DOC). The new requirements 

set in this circular will enter into force at the date of the circular was issued, i.e. March 29, 

2011. 

 

The detailed requirements are set as follows:  

 

Clause 12.1 of the ISM Code requires that the Company should conduct internal safety 

audits on board and ashore at intervals not exceeding twelve (12) months. In exceptional 

circumstances, this interval may be exceeded by not more than three months. The term 

‘exceptional circumstances’ is not specified and the Company should justify it in order to 

meet the provisions of the ISM Code Clause 12.1.  

 

The Company is requested to schedule their internal office and shipboard audits at 

intervals not exceeding twelve (12) months. If, due to exceptional circumstances, the 

respective audit cannot be conducted as scheduled, the Company should sufficiently 

document the fact, which will cause the postponement, and should ensure that the 

overdue audit will be conducted within the timeframe of fifteen (15) months from the last 

internal audit.  

 

Objective evidence (documentation) regarding the postponement should be kept readily 

available onboard and ashore. Retention time of such documentation is five years.  
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An authorization by this Administration for the exceeding of the twelve (12) months 

interval is not required.  

 

SUMMARY 

 

Forwarding the notice of implementation of St. Vincent and the Grenadines Circular N°

ISM 009, in which provides the interval requirements for performing internal audits on 

board of ships flying St. Vincent and the Grenadines Flag and ashore in Companies 

holding St. Vincent and the Grenadines Document of Compliance (DOC).  

 

ACTION REQUESTED 

 

All the related auditors of CCS branches and offices are required to study of this circular 

and ensure the ships flying St. Vincent and the Grenadines Flag and the Companies 

holding St. Vincent and the Grenadines Document of Compliance (DOC) to conduct 

internal safety audits on board and ashore in accordance with above requirements.  

 

Attachment：St.Vincent and The Grenadines Circular N°ISM 009, total 1 page 

 

For any problem please contact the Certification Management Dept. of CCS 

Headquarters without hesitation 

http://dj.iciba.com/study/
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MARITIME ADMINISTRATION 
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CIRCULAR N° ISM 009 
 

Internal safety audits in accordance with the ISM Code (ISM Code Clause 12.1)  
 

  
TO: SHIPOWNERS, SHIPS’ OPERATORS & MANAGERS, DESIGNATED 

PERSONS, MASTERS, FLAG STATE SURVEYORS AND 
RECOGNIZED ORGANIZATIONS 

  
APPLICABLE TO: All ships to which ISM Code applies 
ENTRY INTO FORCE: Date of this Circular 
   
 
Monaco, 29th March 2011 
 

  

 
The purpose of this Circular is to inform all interested parties on the procedure for 
performing internal audits on board of ships flying St. Vincent and The Grenadines 
Flag and ashore in Companies holding St. Vincent and The Grenadines Document of 
Compliance (DOC). 
 
Clause 12.1 of the ISM Code requires that the Company should conduct internal 
safety audits on board and ashore at intervals not exceeding twelve (12) months. In 
exceptional circumstances, this interval may be exceeded by not more than three 
months. 
 
The term ‘exceptional circumstances’ is not specified and the Company should justify 
it in order to meet the provisions of the ISM Code Clause 12.1. 
 
The Company is requested to schedule their internal office and shipboard audits at 
intervals not exceeding twelve (12) months. 
 
If, due to exceptional circumstances, the respective audit cannot be conducted as 
scheduled, the Company should sufficiently document the fact, which will cause the 
postponement, and should ensure that the overdue audit will be conducted within the 
timeframe of fifteen (15) months from the last internal audit. 
 
Objective evidence (documentation) regarding the postponement should be kept 
readily available onboard and ashore. Retention time of such documentation is five 
years. 
 
An authorization by this Administration for the exceeding of the twelve (12) months 
interval is not required. 
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