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To: Relevant departments of CCS 
Headquarters, CCS surveyors and relevant 
shipping companies 

 

 
 

Notice of Implementation of Survey Circular No.2/2001 issued by  
Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore  

 
 

 

Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore(MPA) recently reiterated survey circular No. 2/2001 
about extension for servicing intervals of life-saving appliances and radiocommunication 
equipment. The requirements are to be implemented when conducting survey. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Attachments:  MPA Survey Circular No.2/2001 

This Circular is published on CCS website (www.ccs.org.cn) and is to be forwarded by CCS branches 
to relevant shipping companies. 
 
Please contact Classed Ship in Service Dept. of the Headquarters in case of any unclarity during the 
implementation of this Circular. 
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 Maritime and Port Authority of Singapore 
 Shipping Division 
 Ship Safety Dept 
 460 Alexandra Road 
  21st Storey, PSA Building 
 Singapore 119963 
 Republic of Singapore 
  Telephone : (65) 6375 6222 
 Facsimile : (65) 6375 6231 

Our Ref : SS 4.2.1 
 
Your Ref:  
 
Date : 12 April, 2002 

 

 
AMERICAN BUREAU OF SHIPPING 
BUREAU VERITAS 
CHINA CLASSIFICATION SOCIETY 
DET NORSKE VERITAS 
GERMANISCHER LLOYD 
KOREAN REGISTER OF SHIPPING 
LLOYD'S REGISTER OF SHIPPING 
NIPPON KAIJI KYOKAI 
REGISTRO ITALIANO NAVALE 
 
 
 

SURVEYS CIRCULAR No. 2/2001 
 

MSC/CIRC.955-SERVICING OF LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES AND 
RADIOCOMMUNICATION EQUIPMENT UNDER THE HARMONISED SYSTEM OF 

SURVEY AND CERTIFICATION (HSSC) 
 
 
1  The Maritime Safety Committee of the International Maritime Organisation, in pursuance of 
the HSSC’s objectives to “simplify survey requirements, thereby reducing the burden on 
Administrations, operators of ships and the crews of ships, whose Flag States implement of the 
HSSC, may be in concert with the terms of the HSSC annual, periodical and renewal survey 
stipulated in the 1988 SOLAS Protocol notwithstanding regulations III/20.8, III/20.9 and 
IV/15.9* of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, as amended”. This means that the servicing intervals 
may be extended up to a maximum of 18 months in order to coincide with the annual, periodical 
and renewal survey. 
 
2 We are a party to the 1988 SOLAS Protocol and would apply the decision circulated in 
MSC/Circ.955 dated 23 June 2000. Pursuant to the circular, you may extend the servicing 
intervals of inflatable liferafts, inflatable lifejackets, marine evacuation systems, inflated rescue 
boats, hydrostatic release units and satellite EPIRBs* up to a maximum period of 18 months 
when such extension will facilitate the servicing to be carried out in concert with the annual, 
periodic and renewal survey. 
 
3 However, when extension of the servicing interval has been given pursuant to MSC/Circ.955, 
then, at the time of the annual, periodical or renewal survey, the life-saving appliances and 
radiocommunication equipment whose servicing intervals have been extended, have to be 
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serviced. If for any reason, the life-saving appliances and radiocommunication equipment cannot 
be serviced at the time of the annual, periodical and renewal survey, then the full-term 5-year 
HSSC Certificate shall be withheld and a short term safety certificate valid until the end of the 
extended servicing interval should be issued. In such cases, the owners/managers of the ship 
should be cautioned that should the life-saving appliances and radiocommunication equipment 
concerned cannot be serviced at the end of the extended interval for whatever reason, then the 
life-saving appliances and radiocommunication equipment should be replaced. 
 
 
Tan Leong Beng 
for DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
MPA 
 
* This regulation (Reg IV/15.9) and its effect will come into force on 1 July 2002) 
 
(Ref: SS 4.2.1) 
 
 
 
 
 
Tan Leong Beng 
for DIRECTOR-GENERAL 
MPA 
 
 
 
Encl: MSC/Circ.955 dated 23 June 2000 
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Ref. T1/10 MSC/Circ.955
23 June 2000

SERVICING OF LIFE-SAVING APPLIANCES AND RADIOCOMMUNICATION
EQUIPMENT UNDER THE HARMONIZED SYSTEM OF SURVEY AND

CERTIFICATION (HSSC)

1 The Maritime Safety Committee, at its seventy-second session (17 to 26 May 2000), considered
the servicing intervals of inflatable liferafts, inflatable lifejackets, marine evacuation systems, inflated rescue
boats, hydrostatic release units and satellite EPIRBs, required by regulations III/20.8, III/20.9 and IV/15.9
of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, as amended, as well as regulations I/8 and I/9 of the 1988 SOLAS
Protocol on the HSSC.

The servicing intervals of the aforementioned life-saving appliances and satellite EPIRBs required by
SOLAS regulations III/20.8, III/20.9 and IV/15.9, respectively, shall not exceed 12 months which may be
extended to 17 months where in any case this is impracticable in exceptional circumstances. In the
meantime, according to regulations I/8 and I/9 of the 1988 SOLAS Protocol, the said appliances shall be
subjected to an annual or a periodical survey within 3 months before or after each anniversary of the Cargo
Ship Safety Equipment Certificate and of the Cargo Ship Safety Radio Certificate, respectively, or the
Cargo Ship Safety Certificate, i.e. maximum 18 months interval.

2 The Committee noted that there is a difference between the relevant regulations of chapters III and
IV of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, as amended, and regulations I/8 and I/9 of the 1988 SOLAS Protocol
in terms of servicing intervals, which creates inconvenience and burden both for ship operators and for
Administrations which are implementing the HSSC.

3 The Committee also noted that the 1988 SOLAS Protocol entered into force on 3 February 2000
and resolution A.883(21) “Global and Uniform Implementation of the Harmonized System of Survey and
Certification (HSSC)” was adopted, in November 1999, enabling the provisions of the HSSC to be
implemented internationally.

4 The Committee, in pursuance of the HSSC’s objectives to “simplify survey requirements, thereby
reducing the burden on Administrations, operators of ships and the crews of ships”, decided that:

“the servicing intervals of life-saving appliances and radiocommunication equipment for ships, whose
flag States implement the HSSC, may be in concert with the terms of the HSSC annual, periodical
and renewal survey stipulated in the 1988 SOLAS Protocol notwithstanding regulations III/20.8,
III/20.9 and IV/15.9 of the 1974 SOLAS Convention, as amended”.

5 Member Governments are invited to apply the above decision when conducting relevant surveys
and port State control on ships, whose flag States implement the HSSC.
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