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Republic of the Marshall Islands
Office of the

MARITIME ADMINISTRATOR

11495 CoMMERCE PARK DRIVE, RESTON, VIRGINIA 20191-1507
TELEPHONE: (703) 620-4880 FAX: (703) 476-8522
E-MAIL: maritime@register-iri.com  WEB SITE: www.register-iri.com

MARINE SAFETY ADVISORY NO. 08-06
To: Regional Marine Safety Offices, Nautical Inspectors, Masters, Owners/Agents

Subject: UNITED STATES REQUIREMENTS FOR IMPORTATION OF WOOD
PACKAGING MATERIAL

Date: 27 February 2006

This advisory serves to notify vessel operators and individuals that on 1 February 2006, the U.S.
Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) and the U.S.
Department of Homeland Security’s Customs and Border Protection (CBP) began enforcing
phase two of the new wood packaging material (WPM) regulations. During this phase, APHIS
and CBP will require that all commodity imports entering or transiting the United States with
WPM consisting of pallets and crates be either heat treated or fumigated with methyl bromide.
The shipments must also be marked with an approved international logo, certifying that the
WPM has been appropriately treated. WPM that does not meet these requirements will not be
allowed to enter into the United States and will be re-exported.

The first phase (informed compliance) of this three-phase regulation became effective on 16
September 2005 and applied all persons using WPM in connection with importing goods into the
United States. The regulations are based on the International Plant Protection Convention
standards for WPM, which prescribe globally accepted measures to reduce the risk of pest
introductions via WPM. The United States is one of 137 countries that have adopted the
international standards. Phase two will continue through 4 July 2006. Full enforcement of the
WPM regulation will begin 5 July 2006 (phase three). At that time, all WPM must meet the
import requirements and be free of timber pests before entering or transiting through the United
States.

For additional information regarding the new requirements for WPM, see the APHIS website at
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/ppg/wpm/import.html or call APHIS’ toll-free number at +1-866-
738-8197. International callers who may not have access to the toll-free number may call +1-
301-734-5346. For additional information on CBP’s enforcement operation, please visit:
http://www.cbp.gov/xp/cgov/import/commercial_enforcement/wpm/.
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